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] 85 who writes [againſt others, is generally ME PR 5 | 


contentious. 55 to ſome, 2 out the perniciout- 


neſs of erroneous, licentiovs, rotane principles and 
ptactices, is of ee oat ett with og view, nds” 


cecd to make ſome Hm upon y oor Memoits. 


Volume I. page 15. you laß, « My idle hours however 
were not beſtowed on marbles, cricket, or mi With inti- - 


mates of my own age or complexion—the Whole day was em- 
flop! in. reading exhortations and every part of the church 


ervice. Page 17. TI being forcibly ſtruck with my father's | 
manner in the ſeveral church ſervices, was never eaſy unleſs * 
had an old ſurplice thrown over my ſhoulders, and . whole 
delight was in pray ing, preaching, barials,* &c.“ In this 
account, of your early life, there is a clear indication of a 
pious principle, and of great delight in acts of piety. And ik 

this good beginning, by a right nfe of it, had been improved 
to a confirmed - piety, it might have made you highly inftru—- 


mental to the Honour of God, and ſerviceable to yourſelf an He: 8 ä 
others; by which the ends, of . rigen, * RANG, 
been excelently aaſwered. e 


"Page 18.“ My father on the an he had receive we” 


= my pious: inclination, 4mportuned me to read prayers, Bhs. i 
tirany, &c.—And on hearing me he much approved, 4 * 


ſaid he judged, my ſeeing plays might aid my . 13 
tion, 2 ame in · the os. + of . blic fpeak wo 1? 
father, to che TEproach of his profeſſiou, judged bed poſt, of * 
iety, in ſuppoſing that ſeeing plays 1 amour ſtrong 
inclination io it. Alas, the leaſt knowledge G plety, which - 

is a ſerious, ſolemn, and ſacted thing, . Have made him 
ſenſible that ſeeing plays, the natural tendency of Which i 


to produce lightneſs, laughter, and profane mirth, could not 


increaſe your pious inclination ! But, it ſeems, he was one of 

the many minifters, who know nothing of the nature, deſign, 

and end of the miniftry ; and fa, by erroneons directions, 
rather” prevent than promote piety. Nor is it thus, but in 
the inſt ruction, difcipline, and ſervice of the Lord, that the 
ſcripture directs children to be brought up, to keep them 
from contracting oorruption, to continue their qualiſicatioa 
for has kingdom, and to point out the way, they ſhould after- 
wary way in; which, being a -— xe of the peeve momæaat, 
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in regard of their temporal, ſpiritual, and eternal ſtate, re- 
quires much knowledge, care, and diligence to do. - And 
that your father's advice was unwiſe, wicked, and deſtructive 
is evident from your own account of it; for, you ſay, page 19. 
«« when about eight years old, chance threw. a Mr. Price in 
my way. He was then Houſe -keeper of Covent-Garden 
Theatre. He -obſerved, page 20. it was pity maſter. Tate 
ſhould not ſee the diverſions of the Iheatre. When 1 heard 
this converſation, I felt an inconceivable objection, and 
dreaded the being forced into ſo terrible a place. My mother 
obſerved, that Late would think of prayers only, and would 
not be perſuaded to ſet his foot into a Theatre. —So on my 
repeated reſuſals my reverend dad grew really angry, (0 poor 
parſon !) and inſiſted on my going there.” See the fatal 
effects of bad company! A Mr. Price, a play-houſe man, 
was the occaſion of this converſation and its conſequences, 
Well does the Apoltle ſay, Evil communications corrupt good wn. 
z#ers. To ſuch evil incidents, how many owe their utter ruin! 
Page 21. You fay, after being forced-there, << inſtead of 
receiving pleaſure, ſighs, and ſobs employed my time in this 
terrible place. But, O reader! of what materials are we 
1 -. compoſed! Scarcely had the firſt act finiſhed before I imagined 
I was in the elyſium I had been praying for; the charms of 

the church, which the day betore were ſo attractive and 

A ſublime, were diflolved ; and like the baſeleſs fabric of a 
viſion, left not a wreck behind. The Theatre from that 
| time baniſhed all my fervent piety, and my whole thoughts 
1 were occupied with the faſcinating charms of the pla- Houſe, 
E Actors, and actreſſes. Now who is there, that reads or hears 
| this ſtory, but muſt be convir.eed that plays and piety are in- 
compatible, that inſtead of increaſing this boy's pious incli- 
nation, the firſt act finiſhed the deſtruction of it, and prin- 

. Cipled him with an impious one. How great the change! | 

low ſore the evil! Alas, it was like luciter's fall from hea- 

ven to hell! And as it jnconteſtibly proves that plays are | 

pernicicus to children; ſ by neceſſary conſequence, un- t 

profitable to others, with reſpett to piety, by preventing or 
deſtroying it in all, who delight in them. Let all play- 

people then, if they would not periſh, pay proper regard to 

this. And you, Mr. Manager, except you think that piety | 

is like a play- thing to be parted wi at pleaſure, without | 
any danger of terving the devil, and being damned; had” 
you reflected on this Lis, in many of your langhin Fe. hours, 
it might, aud ought to have turned your laughter to mourn- 
ing, and your joy to heavineſs. Put, alas, being loſt, it 
Was forgotten, and ſo you ſmiled vaſmitten, though — 
your Cauſe to ſmile ! 
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„ My father (O . man! ſays one of the node 
ſaints) was pleaſed with this change.” Wretched man in- 
deed, for turning his ſon from the ſervice of God to that of 
the devil! And as it was the firſt cauſe of your future 
follies, you may, another day, date your damnation from 
that diabolical deed. And that your father's folly may more 
fully appear, I will preſent you with ſomething ſimilar to it: 
Our Lord fays, Mat. xviii. 6. he who offends one of thoſe little 
ones avhich believe in my, it were better for him to be drowned 
in the depth of the ſea. Now he compares, v. 2, 3, &c. a 
little believer to a little child. And to end, o:xv09zkon, 
ſigniſies to enſnare iuto in. And this, it is evident, was the 
emtect of what your father did to you. In the judgment then 
af one, who was more than a mock ſaint, your father was a 
wretched man.— “ My father was pleaſed with this change, 
and ſaid he was ſure it would be a means of making me a 
better preacher.“ Your father was ſtyled Doctor, but ſeems 
to have been a dunee in divinity; for how could one, who 
had loſt his piety, be a better preacher for it? Alas! the beſt 
preachers, without piety, do but the more perfectly reſemble 
their maſter Satan, when he transforms- himſelf into an 
angel of light. And if many miniſters, in this nation, did 
not much reſemble him, play-houſes would not be ſo com- 
mon. Rut they muſt ſoon appear before the pattern of piety; 
and then they will ſee whether plays or piety be moſt pleaſing 
to him. — “ I now reverſed my late tabernacle.. What a 
conformable convert was you to plays, when even your 
tabernacle was turned into a play-houſe; and, inſtead of 
praying and preaching, you“ employed your evenings in 
lighting pieces of candles, dreſſing in any fantaſtical attire, 
and repeated, as I could recolle&, parts of plays I had 
ſcen.” But, as you ſay, page 50. ** ſuch things may 
be yet to come, as muſt decide whether my play of lite will 
end with all in the right, or all in the wrong.” Ves, though 
you mean not ſo, death, judg neat, and eternity are to come; 
and they will decide, to a demoniration, whether, by play- 
ing, you have ſerved the Lord or Satan, and have been a 
mean of ſaving or deſtroying ſouls. If yon have ſerved the 
Lord by fearing, loving, delig"ting in, and adoring him, 
and miniſtered ſpiritual and temporal good to men, a reward, 
in the realms ot glory, awaits you; but if your actions were 
not calculated to anſwer theſe ends, nor were deſigned to do 
ſo; your play of life, being contrary to the commandments 
of God, will be found to have been all in the wrong, and 
the effect of it will be everlaiting fire. | 

Page 32. My frequent morning's admittance at the 
Theatre, for two yeacs, intoxicated. my brain, and when 1 
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returned from that (to me) moſt luxurious, treat, my mind 
was ſolely employed with. acting and ſtudying plays.” As 
you were made to anſwer a pious purpoſe, it is pity your 
mind was not better employed, was. not loving the Lord, 

e Soate to pleaſe him, and planning for a happy eter - 
nity. But, as drunken men are mad, and your mind bein 
intoxicated with plays, it. is no wonder you acted madly, and 
did not auſwer the end for which you was made. Vet, alas, 
as you may die both ſoon and ſuddenly, and muſt come to- 
Judgment; if, inſtead of ſerving the Lord, you have ſinned 
go_ him, and die ſo, you may find, as old parſon. 

/arneford told a lady, in York, who was pleading for a time 
for every diverſion, that there is a time to be damned in.“ 
Page 127. That managers are men, and have ther 
faults, and ſometimes act wrong, is natural, and a ſpice of 
the devil in the compoſition is abſolutely neceſſary, or what 
would become of a manager at times, when ſurrounded with 
agitated fiends.” Faults and wrong actions are not ſo much 
the effect of nature as a wrong uſe of it, or they would not 
be ſuch ; and therefore, charging them upon nature, is re- 
proaching the author of it. And if a ſpice of the devil, in 
the compoſition of a. manager, be abſolutely neceſſary, it does 
no honour to his office; and if players be agitated fiends or 
devils, a company of comedians is a diabolical compoſition. 

O England, is this the ſhrine to which thou boweſt, and 
ſacrificeſt ſo much money and time, ſo many ſouls and 
bodies, holineſs and heaven to! But as a manager has made 
it ſo manifeſt, that Satan's image is in the actors, let all, 
who read or hear thereof, avoid them as they would hell- fire, 
leſt they all go to it; for if, as our Lord ſays, blind leaders 
kad blind followers into a pit, will not deviliſh actors make, 
lead, and deſtroy a diabolical audience ? 

Volume II. Page 22. Many whimſical meetings have I 
been at between thoſe two great geniuſes, (Garrick and 
Foote) and have truly enjoyed them from that time to this. 
It is the Jaw of nature for things, of a ſimilar ſort, to affect 
- each other, David ſays, my. meditation of him, the Lord, 
Hall be ſweet, Pſalm civ. 34. This was the effect of that 
holy fimilarity which ſubſiſted betwixt, the Lord and David's 
. foul. But your mind, as appears from your e being 

corrupt, it delights in diabolical things; for ſuch, no doubt, 
thoſe” whimſical meetings were, as thoſe geniuſes, whether 
they converſed as friends or. foes, in jeſt or earneſt, were 
extremely profane in their converſation. Except then you 
_— the Almighty is pleaſed with your being delighted 
with ſuch things, which would be blaſphemy to believe, why 
do you not, inſtead. of enjoying them, imitate the evil angel. 


. * Wo 2 8 ad 
* 


- 


who believe his judgments, .and © tremble for fear of them? 


You muſt do ſo, here or hereafter ; for“ he, who will not 
fear the wrath of God, muſt feel it.“ 


Page 28. «© And be d-——4 to ye. A common expreſſion : 
of Mr. Garrick's, in half jeſt, halt earneſt.” Fooliſh in the 


form, and profane in the ſenſe of it. And yet common. 
What a character! But he would alſo ſay, on any occaſion, 


by G—d. Ore intance you give, vol. 111. page 225. And 


that Foote's language was larded with by G—d, and d n 
ye, you give palpable proofs. And 1t 1s probable your own 


is alſo; for you ſay, vol. iii. page 162. on my receiving 


an uncivil anſwer, I ſatd, damn this Mrs. Proprietor.” And, 


page 32, 33. by «© a word which was fooliſh and indelicate, 


and by no means fit to be preſumptuouſly or 1gnorantly 
mentioned in a public Theatre, Mr. Murphy, a player, was 


driven from his place, as he declared he trembled for me.. 


But what ſort of chriſtians are ſuch ? Chriſtians! Alas, Chriſt 
is reproached by them! But if they will be fo called, it muſt 


be devil chriſtians ; for he that finneth, ſaith St. John, is of - 


the dewil, 1 Tohn iii. 8. 


Volume III. page 3, 4. Mrs. Rich was a methodiſt.“ 


You mean, I believe, one of Mr. Whitfield's people. Nat 


that J ſuppoſe ſhe was a better chriſtian for bowing at the 
ſhrine of nonſenſe and hypocriſy.” That Mr. Whitfield was 


a man of ſenſe and ſincerity is certain. And that he was a 
mean of much good England, Ireland, Scotland, and Ame- 


rica know. But how came you to bow at that ſhrine ? ' 
„Mr. Foote, you ſay, page 27. was only a ſpy at Mr. Whit- 
field's Academy, while I had been a zealot for ſome ſeaſons 


before my encounter at Covent-Garden . Theatre with Mr. 
Foote.” It ſeems when you ſaw that Foote's Maggs ogg 
him much money, you would take Mr. Whitfield off alſo; 


and then gow turned a railer.—“ Notwithſtanding their 


boaſted inſpirations, it Methodiſt preachers had a little re- 


flection, what mult they think of daring to pronounce every 


Theatre the devil's houſe, and all the players the devil's chil 


dren ?” if the Manager, as you ſay, . muſt have a ſpice af 


the devil, and actors are agitated fiends or devils ; theatres 


are the devil's houſes, and actors the devil's children. Ang 
it is certain pious people do not attend plays. Page 50. All 


that ſet, by the practice of -morring drams from alehouſe to 
alehouſe, beſides every hour being employed in large libations 
with their friends, as they termed them, had, as by univer- 
ſal agreement one would ſuppoſe, almoit all of them made 


their final exit to another world ;” 1. e. the Portfmouth's com- 


pany of comedians killed themſelves by drinking. You fays - 
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page 15%. Foote's income from Mr. Coleman was not leſs 
- than ſixteen hundred a year, befides profits on the nights he 

acted, yet I have been informed he had not effects Dy any 
means equal to the payment of his debts.” Surely ſome 
people pay dear for their diverſions, when one player is ſo well 
paid! But how will ſuch waſters of their money, and abuſers 
of themſelves by it anſwer, to the Almighty, ia the day of 
account ?—* Jt ſhocks me to have related. an account of ſo 
many ſtage ſtruck geniuſes of birth and tal-nts, that have fallen a 
ſacrifice to grinning poverty, and incurred neglect and igno- 
miny with great incomes.” Page 25. It will be here 
ſcornfully, and perhaps too juſtly remarked, by unforgiving 
zealots, what ſtrange diſſipated creatures low players are!“ 
It may; and reflecting ** that every profeſſion has its degrees 
and fingularities,” does not palliate players killing themſelves 
with drinking. But what ſtate of mind myſt fuch murdereis 
of themſelves be in? Alas, if drankards Hall not inherit the 
" kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. io. maſt they not have the king- 
dom of the devil? And not only thoſe, who become mad, 
or murder themſclves by drinking, are drunkards, but they 
alſo who drink more than their conſtitution requires, througi 
love to ftrong liquor; which, it ſeems, was your caſe, page 
148. when your ſpirits were great, and not aided, but 
rathes leſſened by too much juice of the grape.” Now drink- 
ing too much; abſtracted from its abuſe of body, is ſinful in 
itſelf, waſtes man's temporal talent, corrupts his foul, gives 
his body an aſcendency over it, and diſqualifies him from 
diſcharging ſpiritual duties. But though, as a player, it is 
probable, Ppicktusl duties make no part of your creed and 
conduct; yet, when the ſcene of life cloſes, (it ſhould be be- 
fore!) you will fee that fearing, loving, delighting in, pray- 
ing to, 1 and living, in all things, to the 
"honour of the Lord, and labouring for- your own and other. 
perſons ſpiricual profit are the principal duties of life; and 
that ſenſual indul:ences, idle fongs, exceſſive laughter, and 
a devotion to what does not tend to promote ſak ation are 
no duties, but ſinful .and deſtructive things. 

Page 4. To make a complete actor requires more requz- 
fires to univerſally excel than almoſt any profeſſion whatever. 
The amazing powers of a Garrick, a Barry, a Mrs. Cibbez, . 
'and a Mrs. Siddons, and many others, ts evidently the hand 
of God. He alone could give the finiſh to ſuch intrinſic 
merit.” A profeſſion's requiring many requiſites to excel in 
it, is no proof that it is good, and that the Almighty in- 
ended thoſe requiſites for that very end,” To do ſome 
exils requires many requiſites. Many have ſhewn amazing 
powers in writing romances, lewd poems, idle ſongs, in coins 
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fs ing, forging, and, like Geo. Barrington, in picking pockets, 
K &c. But though you ſay, of players, that the Almighty 
y. intended to ſhew the world,” thereby, the higheſt pitck of 
0 admiration the human frame can aſpire to;“ yet if you ſay, 
il he deſigned: to do fo by evil arts, you are extremely profane. 
rs A great genius then, the ground of great actions, is a power 
Ff which may be applied, in general, to any purpoſe: And 
0 therefore, though it is granted that natural genius © is the 
a hand” or work of God, the way of employing it is man's | 
)- part, and may be either right or wrong. And when wrong, 
re - it is abuſing his gifts, and turning them to his diſhonour, | 
12 and the deſtruction of the abuſer and others. David and 2 
* Solomon were great poetical and muſical geniuſes; and, while 
es they remained picus men, they employed their powers in if 
D praiſing the Lord, and ſhewing his wonderful works, to T 
18 make others praiſe him alſo. Rocheſter, being an impious 1 
be man, proftituted his powers to lewd purpoſcs. And white 5 
- you was pioafly diſpoſed, you uſed your powers in acts af = 
5 piety; but when plays had made you impious, you abuſed = 
>» them to idle and evil ends. Milton, Newton, Boyle, Locke, by 
n Nelſon, Young, and many more 2 being, at leaſt - 
ge in their late days, well diſpoſed, uſed their abilities to pro- E 
ut - mote picty.. Shakeſpear, whom you call “ a hoſt, cer- - 
= tainly never gave proof-of being a pious man; and therefore 5 
in ſhewed his powers in robbing a park, and lampooning the = 
es proprietor of it by a ſatirical ſong. And when, to elca; e 4 
in juſtice, he ran to London, where he had neither money, 8 
is friends, nor buſineſs, he, after a while, by the uſe of his i 
wel powers, became a dexterous horſc-holder at the play-houſe E. 
e- door. After that, he devoted his powers to write plays. 
7 And when he had made his fortune, returned to Stratford, A 
he and uſed them to divert his aſſociates, &c. Foote, who was | 
er extremely profane, employed his powers to get money, and 
nd to ſpend it in a ſenlually ſinful way. Garrick, being an 
nd ungodly man, uſed his powers to get money, and to keep it; 
Ire for you ſhe that he was ſo covetous as ſcarcely to be honeſt, 

Hence it appears that men, generally, uſe their rational and 
12- animal powers in ways which agree with their pious or im- 
er. pious diſpoſition. And as practically pivus men have not 
* uſed their powers in plays, and practically impious ones have; 
nd and as plays neither tend to the Lord's 2 nor man's ſpi- 
ſic ritual profit, it proves che Lord never deſigned theſe powers 
in- to be thus employed. In-ſhort, men are tree-agents, and 
in- may do as they pleaſe till they die; and then they muſt do 
me as the Lord pleaſes, by being rewarded or puniſhed as they 
ng have ſerved, or ſinned againit him. 
in Page 5, Speaking of the 


methodiſts, you ſay, O ye ſaints 
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o 
of your own creating! I will preach to you. Mark! Judge 
not plays and players, leſt ye be judged. Now plays having 
a direct tendency to deſtroy religion and morality, as 1s. 
evident from your own caſe and that of many others, they 
may be juſtly judged to be evil and dangerous things; and 
players, being the promoters of them, are evil and dangerous 
men.—Yet you ſay, page 259. the whole body of actors 
ſhould not be condemned becauſe a few are unconvertable.“ 
I wiſh you could ſhew one actor of whom it could be ſaid, 
that he or ſhe lived ſoberly, righteouſly, aa godly.—And 
though you ſay, page 151, it is not, yet it is — 4 argu- 
ment againſt the ſtage to affi rin, that the morals of ſome of 
its proteſſors have been tainted by it,” becauſe that is the na- 
tural effect of it; which differs diametrically from“ the evil 
and perverſe inclination's extracting malignity from a Howard, 
a Hanway, a Maſon,” that being contrary. to their reachings' 
tendency, And to confirm the iacompatibleneſs of piety and 
plays, 1 cite the following fact.: A few years ago, Wien I. 
was at Worceſter, a young woman, belonging to the Bath 
company of comedians, came there on a viſit; and by hear- 


ing religious converſation, and the methodiſt preaching, ſhe. 


got a concern for her falvation, and could not, for con'cicence 
take, return to the tage. She requeſted her manager to releaſe. 


her. He refuſed, remonſtrated, and threatened a proſecution. 


But ſhe perſiſted. However, after learning, from others, that 
ſhe acted from principle, he did releaſe her. Now this would 


be the caſe, with all actors, if they ſaw the want and worth . 
f ſpiritual things, and would have them. 


Page 6. That the 2 performers of conventicles 
love to follow the ſmell of a theatre is evident, by their par- 
ticularly conſecrating thoſe unhallowed ſhops, and thinking 


them envious ſituations to practice their love- feaſts in Put 


out the light, and then. Methodiſts, like our Lord and his 
apoſtles, preach wherever they can have a congregation, be- 
eving that places have neither good nor evil in them, but 
what is brought by thoſe who aſſemble there; and therefore 
their preaching in theatres is not, as you ſuppoſe, becauſe 
they have a particular liking to them, but as a matter of ne- 


ceſſity or convenience. But when you ſay they find them 


envious places to practice their love-feaſts in, Put out the 
light, and then; do you.not mean that, at their love- feaſts, 
they put out the light to commit lewdneſs ? This is the idea 
which it muſt convey to every reader. Now I, who know 
the methodiſts better than you do, affirm that it is not ſo. 
And I cannot but think you know it is not. Or, however, 
you do not know that it is. And then what a ly ing, baſe, 
Aanderous man myſt you be! O Wilkinſon! is this being, as 
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you boaſt, a faithful hiſtorian ? * methodiſts, it ſeents, 
above all others, oppoſe your play proceedings; and ſo, to 
reproach them, you pay no regard to truth. I am ſorry for 
you. And ſurely, if you have common modeſty, the conſi- 
deration of it will put you out of countenance among men! 
But if immodeſty make you proof againſt. them; the Moit 
High, in the hour of death, and in the day of judgment, will 
be too hard for you. And the multitudes of methodiſts, con- 
cerned in this fate and ſlanderous charge, may alſo be ſwift 
witneſſes againſt you in that awful day. It behoves you, then, 
either to retract or prepare for your trial. | 

Page 8. You ſay, though Mr. Weſley's diſcourſe was “but 
frothy ſtuff, it was much better, and more like reaſon than 
the damnation ſo terribly thundered out, too often in ſtage 
invective; ſo much ſo, that if they were not hardened by the 
familiarity of their own fire, brimſtone, and pitch-forks, if it 
thundered I ſhould tear leſs in a playhouſe than in the taberna- 
cle, particularly if near the preacher.” Hobbs, the philoſo- 
pher, whoſe creed and conduct differed little from atheiſm, it 
it thundered, would creep into any corner. And though you 
live a laughing life; yet, it ſeems, thunder would make you 
fear, whether in a play or preaching-houſe. Hobbs too, 
when he was dying, ſaid, he was taking a leap in the dark. 
And, I fear, you. have lived fo irreligiouſly as not to krow, 
by a heaven-of grace in your heart, that if our earthly houſe of 
this tabernacle were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 2 Cor. v.is 
nor do you, I doubt, by a.guilty conſcience, antieipate be 
worm that dieth not, and the fire that cannot be quenched,. Mark 
ix. 44. If then both heaven and hell are hid from you, and 
continue ſo, you too, at the cloſe of life, muſt go you know 
not whither.—And to ſhew that ** the damnation, ſo terribly 
thundered out,” is not without cauſe, I will cite a few ſeri 
tures : The <wicked fall be turned nita hel, <vith all the people 


that forget God, Pia. ix, 17. How car ye eſcape the damnation 


of hell, Mat. xxiii. 33. Fear bim who is able to deſtroy body 
and ſoul in hell, Mat. x. 28. And they that bawve done evil ſpell 
came to the reſurretimn of damnation, John v. 29. See too, 
Rev. xxi. 8. and many other places. And what is fo proper, 
for careleſs ſinners, as to apprize them of their danger? Surely 
the burning of foul and body, for ever, 1s-not to be trifled 
with: And therefore men ſhould be willing to hear, fear, 
ſuffer, and do any thing, ia this life, if leſs would not ſuffice, 
to avoid it. And he or ſhe is mad, who is more afraid of 
the ſound, than of the ſenſe of ſufferings. And ſo when.you 
fay, page 27. Whitfield that day was dealing out damna- 
tion, are, and brimſtone as cheerfully as if they were ſo many 
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bleflings;” his doctrine, no doubt, was well adapted to do 
good, as it is ©© our fears only, and not our reaſon, will bring 
conviction” to many finners. Thoſe then who will not ſuffer 
themſelves to be awakened, by working upon their fear, with 
terrible objects, will, it is probable, ſleep on in fin till in hell 
they open-their eyes; and then they mult endure damnation. 
Let then the ſound be ſuffered, to eſcape the ſenſe of it. 

Page 13. Mr. Whitfield, you obſerve, ſaid, One day the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. faid to Betterton (the player) pray 
inform me Mr. Betterton, what is the reaſon you actors on 
the ſlage can affect your congregations with ſpeaking of things 
imaginary, as if they were real, while we in the church ſpeak 
of things real, which our congregations only receive as it they 
were imaginary? Why, my Lord, the reaſon is plain, we 
actors on the ſtage, ſpeak of things imaginary, as if they were 
real, and you in the pulpit, ſpeak of things real, as if they 
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were imaginary. Therefore added Whitfield; I will bawl, I 


will not be a velret-mouth'd preacher.” Alas for the church! 
it being now as it was then; for, as moſt of the miniſters are 
ſpiritually dark, dead, dull, cold, careleſs, indolent, wicked, 
and erroneous, their preaching is unprofirable and prejudicial, 
and the people, in the general, are ignorant of good and evil, 
ſafety and danger, live wickedly, and are as careleſs as if they 
had not ſouls to ſave, nor a God to ſerve, and were not ſerv- 
ing ſatan, nor in the high way to hell. But actors, for their 
own temporal ends, are in earneſt. Yet, as the general mat- 


ter of their plays does not agree with chriſtian experience and 


practice, and is often idle, obſcene, and profane, and the 
manner of them ludicrous, they only anſwer a ſpiritually evil 


end to their audiences. Ihe only inſtance, I ever heard, of 


3 good by a playhouſe was this: A gentlewoman, of 
roome, in Wiltſhire, told me, that when at Bath, ſhe went 


to the play; but being too ſoon, walked into the playhouſe 
- before the candles were lighted ; the darkneſs of which, as ſhe 


thought, made it the very image of hell; which ſo terriſied 
her as to Hue in a ſerious concern for her ſoul, and ſhe never 


after went to a play. Seeing then that preachers, in general, 
by their ſoft, unatfeting, and often unapplicable and falſe 


ſermons, do no good, and that players debauch the minds of 
many for money; Mr. Whitfield's reſolution, not be a vel- 


vet-mouth'd preacher, was very proper. 


Page 14. I cannot help noticing for ile honour of the ſtage, 
that Mr. Whitfield could not have betrayed himſelf into a better 
| ry for its credit (his pointing out an intimacy between the 
Arehbiſhop and Mr. Betterton).” Credit's accruing to the 


- tage, from this intimacy, depended on the propriety of it, 


as alſo did this, that . for the acter he could not have given 
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x more ſubſtantial and revered authority; for if the Biſhop 
acted out of character in being intimate with ag en, that 
timacy gave no more authority to the actor, than the Iriſh 
Biſhop, „ho was hanged for an unnatural act, gave to the fin 
of Re And the ſacred office of a Biſhop differs ſo much 
from the profane one of a player, as renders this kind of in- 
t;macy prefers pernicious to. religion, and promotive of 
-rofaneneſs. And indeed it is clergymen's being, in the ge- 
ral, of bad morals, and unprofitable preachers, that is the 
principal cauſe of the commonneſs of players. O church of 
England, who can ſuficiently lament thy caſe! Thy unalien- 
able benefits ate a bait to had men, as thy reading ſervice 
is to the ignorant to enter thee; and thus, ' like the Lord, 
thou ſufFereſt betwixt tuo thieves. How great the evil! 

I will conclude with 2 word of advice. What is it then, O 
ve players! that ycu air at in acting? Are you all of the ma- 
nager's mind, who ſys, ol. iii. page 225. © I ever was ready 
to graſp at a benefit and be touching the caſh.” If ſo, what 
a magnet is money to actors! But have you no other end in 
view? Our Lord fays, oze thing, another than getting money, 
is needſnl, J uke x. 42. Ihis implies faving the ſoul, ſerving 
the Lord, and aſliſting others; which, being matters of the 
greateſt moment, ſhould, far above all other things, be always 
done with the greateſt care and diligence. The firſt of them 
is ſo great, that if a man could gain the whole world, by 
looſing his ſoul, he would be infinitely miſerable. And ſerving 
the Lord in holineſs and righteouſneſs, and aſſiſting others in 
temporal and ſpiritual things, are duties which cannot be left 
undone without an abſolute certainty, to all who die fo, of 
ſuffering for ever. And your light, laughing, profane pro- 
ceeding oiffers ſo much from working out ſalvation with fear 
and trembling, P. it. 12. and doing your duty to the Lord 
and man, that I cannot. conſiliently with wiſhing you well, 
encourage you to continue in it. And though, by preferring ; 
Jour bodies to your fouls, you may conſider it as.cruel to ad- 
viſe you to quit your calling; yet living loxuriouſly in this 
world, by continuing to act, and wanting water to cool your | 
tongue in hell, is a choice which none but mad men will 
make, Will you then, to anſwer theſe important ends, forſake 
a courſe of life which is inconſiſtent with them? Why ſhould - 
vou not? Be bold in a good buſineſs? Run the riſk of tem- 
poral loſs, for ſpiritual and eternal gain. To effect this, con- 
ſider how your ſoul, the Lord's ſervice, and your neighbour's 
good have been neglected. See alſo that though you are alive 
to- day, vou may be dead to-morrow. Look tov at the length 
of eternity, which millions of years will bring you no nearer. 
the end of. Will you then, for any earthly thing, be miſer- 
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able for eye? O prerent it by uſing the preſent moment wen; 


leſt it de Four laſt! Now repeat, refortn, believe in Chritt, 


pray ora obtain. pardon, peace, and N the Lord, 
that you may live to his glory by fearing,” 


him for what he does, and praying to him for what he has 
promiſed ; and by ſpeaking and acting, in all things, with a 
defign to pleaſe him. Be ambitious too, in imitation of the 
Almighty, to promote men's temporal and ſpiritual welfare; 
and not, as you did before, ſatan like, to deſtroy them. 
And what do yon, who attend on, and ſpend your money 


in ſupporting players, intend thereby? The great ends, al- 


ready mentioned, concern you as well as the actors. Can 


von then ſincerely ſay, that you mean, thereby, to ſecure your 


ſal vation, ſerve the Lord, and help others to heaven? If you 


cannot, how will you anfwer, to the Almighty, for the want 
of a right intention, and for ſo much waſte of your time and 
talents ? Have plays enlightened your minds to ſee, diſpoſed 


your wills to chooſe,” and engaged your affections to embrace 
religious things & Have they helped you to taſte and ſee, in- 


. your affetions to divine things, rendered them of no value 
with you; ſet you againſt them, and made you live as if you 


wardly and ſpiritually, how good the Lord is in his ſaving + 


benefits? And can you, in confequence, call the Lord your 


father, delight in his ſervice; and rejoice in hope of his king- 


dom? Alas! as plays cannot anſwer theſe ends, have they not 
rather blinded your minds, deadened your wills, and dulled 


_ ha&mot fools to ſave, nor a God to ſerve, nor neighbours to 


angels or devils welcome you to the next world? Whether Will 
' heaven or hell be your place? Happineſs or miſery your per- 
petual portion? Are you prophets ? Can you foretel your fate? 
Or muſt you leap out of life in the dak? What! not know: 


Eis to _ into hell! Will you die ſo ? Why? That's bold! 
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aft 3* Whether then ſatan has taken perſonal poſſeſfion of von 
or net, (us we read he did of a chriſtian woran, in aucient 
days, ho went to a play, and juſtified it by ſaying, he ſound 
het up his own ground) ſigniſies no more than whether the 
actien, of going to plays, will damn or not, ſeeing fatans 
cod is anſwered by plays preparing fouls for perdition. But 


you muſt die. You may do ſo ſoon.” Yea ſuddenly. Is 
your heart, as a preparation for it, heavenly or earthly? Will 


whither you are 


ing? Alas, tis dangerous! Tis deſtructive! 


Tis to dety damnation! Can you endure it? How? O fave 
yourſelves from it! Hark! the Lord calls, turn ye, why will 
you dic in fin? Obey, and be bleſt with pardon, peace, purity, 
liveabelylife;di 
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lovthe, truſting,.. 
and hoping in him ; by praiſing him tor What he is, thanking 


death, and dwel wich the Lord orever. 
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